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It grew out of the ground
Strikingly innovative and well suited to its precious location, the
Lodge has survived time, the threat of demolition, and the footsteps
of millions of adoring visitors

By Maryruth Cox

Winter 2007

Sunlight danced on the sea as we drove into
Torrey Pines. We decided to leave the car
and walk up the hill in a pilgrimage to the

past.
Round the corner of the cliff the sounds and

smells of the sea faded away. Milkmaids peered
from the bank. Up, up we climbed, through the
pines to the junction with Parry and High Point
trails. There we could see the Lodge, nestled at the
top of the mesa as if it had grown out of the land-
scape.

At the top of the sandstone steps to the north
terrace, we stopped to catch our breath. We
looked down on the sea, the lagoon, and pines on
the far hills of the extension. 

Truly, the builders of the Lodge had chosen a
magnificent site back in 1913. Messrs. Requa and
Jackson drew the plans, Ralph Cornell advised on
the landscaping, and Ellen Browning Scripps con-
tributed $5000 ($150,000 in today’s currency).
Alas, nothing happened for years as San Diego
became preoccupied by the Panama California
Exposition and then embroiled in World War I.
Finally, in 1922, Miss Scripps gave another
$5000, and work began. Later, she gave $20,000
more.

The Lodge literally grew out of the ground.
Dirt dug from the foundation trenches was mixed
with straw and water in a mud pit, then trampled
by workers’ bare feet. They shaped 20,000 by
hand and dried them in the sun before mortaring
each into place. Guy Fleming worked on the
structure, as well as his father, who later made the

wooden tables and chairs used in the restaurant.
Guy also planted trees and shrubs around the new
building, and the Lodge was officially opened in
1923.

The design of the Lodge fit the mild semi-arid
environment. The thick (almost two feet) walls
kept it cool in summer and sheltered in winter.
The wood-burning fireplace gave a cheery blaze
on a winter morning.

The flat roof collected rainwater, which drained
through gargoyles that projected from the parapet.
The water was then guided to near-by plants.

Tile floors were cleaned with a bucket of water
and a broom; originally the wastewater flowed

continued on page 4
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A woman's hiking garb in 1923 included plenty of sun
protection. Pines were scarce around the Lodge site
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President's Message

Anew year, new energies, new growth,
new directions. TPA begins its 57th
year steadfast in our dedication to the

trees, the wildlife, the landscapes, and the his-
tory of beautiful Torrey Pines State Reserve.
We invite you, our members, to join our efforts
to protect and preserve this unique legacy.

We believe that TPA’s mission is well served
by encouraging people to experience and
appreciate the natural beauties of the Reserve
while hiking its trails. An opportunity to par-
ticipate in a dialogue on trails use is coming in
early February. A public meeting hosted by
California State Parks and the
TPSR on the draft “Trails
Management Plan” is sched-
uled 6-8 pm, February 6,
2007, at the Lodge at Torrey
Pines, 11480 North Torrey
Pines Road, La Jolla, 

Developed by California
State Parks staff and Docent
Rick Vogel, the Plan is
designed to serve as a long-
term, guiding document for
trails within the Reserve. The
Plan sets guidelines for
appropriate trail uses, repair, aesthetics, and
monitoring. Please see the accompanying arti-
cle on page 8 for more information on the
public meeting.

As most of our members know, TPA was the
founding organization for the Reserve and for
over five decades has raised funds to support
restoration efforts, physical improvements, and
trails maintenance as well as acquisition of the
Extension. With TPA’s status as a 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation and your contributions
as members, we are always poised to provide
emergency funding for Reserve needs, includ-
ing trail repair. Last June, TPA
past President Peter Jensen
wrote an eloquent proposal to
the Ellen Browning
Scripps Foundation
that resulted in a
$13,000 donation,
matched by a similar
pledge from the TPA,

to repair the Beach Trail. The Coastal
Commission permit hearing is scheduled for
February 14-16, 2007, here in San Diego at
the Catamaran Resort Hotel, 3999 Mission
Blvd. You may find more information at
www.coastal.ca.gov/ and we will be posting
updates on our TPA web site www.torreyp-
ines.org/.

Emergency repairs are one thing, monitor-
ing and long-term maintenance are another.
Prop 84 and the 2006 state allocation of $250
million will go part-way in closing the gap on
State Parks’ deferred maintenance. We thank

all of you who voted for Prop
84, and TPA is preparing to
assist the Reserve in securing
some of these state funds for
TPSR needs. But private phi-
lanthropy can provide a criti-
cal buffer against fluctuations
in state support for parks.

The Board, in partnership
with our sister organization,
the Torrey Pines Docent
Society, is finalizing the
establishment of the Torrey
Pines Reserve Endowment

Fund. In line with the mission of both organi-
zations, the purpose of the fund is to protect
and preserve the pines and their scenic habitat.
We will be working through the San Diego
Foundation to set up this Endowment Fund in
order to provide support for Torrey Pines State
Reserve in perpetuity. Look for more informa-
tion on the Fund in our next Journal.

In the meantime, enjoy the beauty. See you
on the trails—Patricia Masters A
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TPA Board meetings: last Thursday of every
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Lodge.
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It was a time to celebrate—
the ribbon-cutting and recep-
tion to mark the completion of
the beautiful (and practical)
new Docent Library took place
Saturday, the 28th of October,
2006. The Library was the
largest joint project between the
Torrey Pines Association and
the Torrey Pines Docent Society
in decades, and it brought
together many others who
worked to make it a reality. 

The Josephine Stedem Scripps Foundation,
through its Executive Director Doug Dawson,
made the project possible with a grant of $25,000.
Peter Jensen, past President of the TPA, Walt
Desmond, past President of the Docent Society,
and Steve Usher, current TPDS President, penned
the proposal that successfully brought in the
funds from the Scripps Foundation. The TPA
administered the grant and provided additional
funds to complete the project. 

The craftsmanship of the subcontractors is
readily apparent when you enter the room.
Imperial Hardwood (Paul Lawrence, owner, 619-
425-7644) donated the materials and the crew to
refinish the floor. Eric Schulken (760-215-9911)
donated his time by painting the remodeled
room. The cabinets, computer station and confer-
ence table were built and installed by Soave
Contractors (Dave Soave, owner, 858-385-0882).
The unique art tiles were designed and manufac-
tured by Laird Plumleigh (760-436-1831). The
electrical work was done by Bob Travers (619-
890-1883) assisted by Josh Doolittle. The chairs
were provided by KI with the help of their sales
rep, Kathryn Klingman (858-350-1480). The
cabinet pulls were from Cut and
Dried Hardwood (858-481-
0442). Terry Whitcomb helped
with the design and calmed
edgy nerves when it came time
to choose colors. Brian Gaudet,
DPR Maintenance Supervisor,
and his team prepared the room
for the renovation. 

Finally, the tireless team that
pulled all these disparate parts
into the beautiful, functional
space we have now were
Docents Steve and Sharon Rose,
Lillian Lachicotte, Vernie

McGowan, Jeannie Smith, and Steve Usher, with
the encouragement of Doug Dawson. 

What a change from the dim, rodent-infested
room that volunteers had used before this renova-
tion! We invite TPA members to stop at the Lodge
and take a moment to visit the Docent Library
and appreciate its reincarnation. The TPA and the
Docent Society take pride in our joint endeavor
and anticipate more successful projects in the near
future.  A

Plenty of thank you's and good feel-
ings on a sunny day! Clockwise,
from top left: Tile detail by Laird
Plumleigh; m.c. Docent President
Steve Usher; Doug Dawson snips the
ribbon; contractors and contributors
gather for a group shot; ranger Jody
Kummer; and TPA's Peter Jensen

What a change!
A Docent Library success story
By Steve Usher and Patricia Masters
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outside through pipes in the wall, again to plantings. Nothing was lost!
The Lodge was a popular restaurant from 1923 to the mid-thirties.

When the new road was built east of the Lodge in 1932, traffic was
shunted away, and use of the restaurant dwindled.

In 1959, California’s State Parks department
took over the management of Torrey Pines. The
old kitchen, laundry, and garage on the east side of
the Lodge became offices; the living quarters on
the west side were devoted to interpretive uses.

A group of volunteers, the Lodgesitters, came
on weekends to welcome growing numbers of vis-
itors to the park. Later, Torrey Pines Docent
Society established educational programs for chil-
dren and adults.

The existence of the Lodge was threatened in
1971 when park officials, dismayed by its contin-
uing deterioration, wanted to tear it down, bring
the site ‘back to nature,’ and build a new modern
structure at the south end of the park for offices
and interpretation.

This proposal sparked strong opposition. Jessie
La Grange wrote, “…a valuable and useful histor-
ical landmark should not be eliminated…should
be used, preserved, and maintained in the spirit
originally planned by Ellen B. Scripps, Ralph
Cornell, and others…” Eventually the Lodge was
restored, in 1987-1988, at a cost of $200,000.

Today thousands of people eager to learn about

continued from page 1

It grew out of the ground

The Lodge’s exterior is dappled with
the pleasing shadows of surrounding
pines, but it wasn’t always so, as the
historic photo (right) of the Lodge
site just before construction can
attest. Seldom noticed doorknob
(below) on carriage entrance lends a
touch of elegance to an otherwise
rustic building

“A liberal gift” made the Lodge possible, as was the case
with so many gifts Miss Scripps made to the citizens of
San Diego



the park’s natural wonders visit the Lodge. On a typical
Saturday the docent on duty fields such questions as:

“What is the rattlesnake I just saw on Guy Fleming
trail?” (Pacific, and don’t mess with it!)

“What is the blue flower by the road?” (Blue-eyed grass.) 
During the week bus loads of excited children come to

the Lodge to learn about native plants and animals.
Knowledgeable docents guide them down the trails.

These visitors, the hard-working volunteers, and the
dedicated ranger staff keep Ellen Browning Scripps’ vision,
as exemplified by her lifetime of philanthropy as well as in
the words of her will, alive today: 

“Recognition by public authorities and civic bodies of
the scenic beauty and educational and recreational value of
this territory have testified to an awakened public opinion
which I hope will be permanent.”  A
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Deeply inset windows (left) show
depth of adobe walls. Original 
tablesetting from the days Lodge was
a restaurant has a cheery, cafe style,
despite the greenish corrosion on the
utensils!

Construction of the Lodge (below) was backbreaking. Adobe
bricks were  made on site. The Lodge’s smooth exterior coat
was removed during renovation in the 1980s (two photos
below)—a project that involved considerable demolition
and rebuildingLa
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Watch your step...
…or you may push a rare plant species closer to extinction!
By Judith Vacquier, TPA Counselor
Photography by Margaret Fillius

Torrey Pines State Reserve is home to the
rare Torrey pine (Pinus torreyana) , but
many visitors don’t know that over 30

other rare, threatened, sensitive, or endangered
plant species grow
there. Here are
some examples of
rare plants found
in TPSR that
flower during the
spring.

Some of these
plants, such as the
State- and federal-
ly-listed endan-
gered short-leaved
Dudleya (Dudleya

brevifolia), grow in open areas of southern mar-
itime chaparral on Torrey sandstone, often with
very few other plants present. The best way to
help protect this plant is to stay on the trails at all
times, as these plants are very small and difficult
to observe, and they may be stepped on inadver-
tently. 

Early in the growing season, short-leaved
Dudleya leaves resemble small marble-sized, iron-
bearing concretions—all but invisible on the
“pebble plains.” This perennial then produces a
small flower stalk as the pebble-shaped leaves
wither sometime between March and May.

Another rare plant found in TPSR is Nuttall’s
Lotus (Lotus nuttallianus), which grows in sandy
soils and dunes near the beach and is in the pea
family. It blooms from March to June with bright
red and yellow blossoms and fleshy leaves. Also

blooming from March to June is Coreopsis mar-
itima or Sea Dahlia. This perennial herb in the
sunflower family is only found in coastal bluff
scrub and coastal sage scrub in San Diego County
and Baja California.

While there are many species of ceanothus,
Wart-stemmed ceanothus or Coast White Lilac
(Ceanothus verrucosus) is a rare plant located with-
in TPSR. A perennial shrub, it grows to 10 feet in
height with white blossoms from January to April. 

Photos of these flowering plants and over 200
others can be found in Margaret L. Fillius’s Native
Plants: Torrey Pines State Reserve and nearby San
Diego County Locations, available for sale at the
TPSR Lodge.

You can also learn more about rarities by join-
ing docent-led tours, and reading about local rare
plants at www.cnps.org/cnps/rareplants or
http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/rareplants/appen-
dix.html.  A

Wart-stemmed ceanothus
(Ceanothus verrucosus)

Sea Dahlia (Coreopsis maritima)

Nuttall's Lotus (Lotus nuttallianus)

Short-leaved Dudleya (Dudleya
brevifolia)



Two large-scale projects are in the
works, and both will have a sig-
nificant impact on the trail sys-

tem at the Reserve. 
Torrey pines’s Tech Services Director

Brian Gaudet reports that funding and
design approvals have been obtained for
new overlook structures to replace the
aging wood decks with “low profile,
time-enduring, maintenance-minimum
structures.” This work should be com-
pleted by the end of summer '07.

Efforts to reopen the Beach Trail will
reach a key milestone when TPSR seeks
permit approval from the California
Coastal Commission at its February '07
meeting. If all goes as planned, the cur-
rent ‘goat trail’ along the cliff will be
replaced by a stairway built through the
cleft just to the north. Stairs will help
preserve the cliff from further erosion
and provide a safe, year-’round way for
visitors to reach the beach.

N

One of Torrey Pines finest, Ranger Gary
Olson, recently accepted a new position
as Supervising Ranger at Old Town San

Diego State Historic Park. Gary made a tremen-
dous contribution over the years to countless proj-
ects at the Reserve. In addition to his regular law
enforcement duties, Gary was at the forefront of
many volunteer projects (including ScrippsAssist,
Boy Scouts, and service clubs) and special events,
such as Earth Day. He also served as liaison to both
the Torrey Pines Docent Society and the Torrey
Pines Association.

On a personal note, I spent many of my best
hours working alongside Gary on numerous trail
repair projects. I'll always remember the 85th
anniversary celebration for the Torrey Pines Lodge.
Gary had spent weeks planning, preparing, pro-
ducing, and single-handedly building many of the
exhibits. Finally, with the successful event over, the
tents and tables put away, and the final clean up
done, Gary gathered up tools and the remaining
exhausted volunteers and headed down to the Guy
Fleming Trail. There he worked with us to rebuild
a failed retaining wall, laboring until dark.

Another time, after we’d repaired stairs damaged
by time, rain, and erosion along the lower Beach
Trail, we sensed that our work had left an unnatu-
ral ‘construction’ appearance. Gary picked up some
rocks and driftwood and placed them just so, leav-

ing a pleasing vista that looked like it had been
there for years.

Much of what we enjoy today and take for
granted at Torrey Pines State Reserve is a result of
Gary’s tireless efforts and dedication to the
Reserve. He’s been a friend and inspiration to me.
We will all miss Gary but take special joy in his
promotion. He’s earned it!  A
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News from the Reserve
Progress (it takes time) … plus a salute to Ranger Olson 
By Mike Gonzalez, TPA Counselor

It is estimated that once Gary's projects-in-process are 
completed, and the mounds of paperwork cleared from his
desk, the foundation of the Lodge is expected to rise by
.0275 cm. ...

Comments? 
Questions?
We’ll share them on our web
site and in the next TPA
Journal. Please send to: 
tpajournal@san.rr.com

Membership 
pricing change 
due April 1
In an effort to simplify
our TPA membership
structure, beginning April
1, 2007, the current
Individual and Family
membership levels will be
consolidated into one
new category to be called
the Annual Membership.
The donation will be $60
per year. The “Friend”
membership (which does
not include a parking
pass), “Annual
Contributing,” and all
“Life Membership” levels
will remain unchanged.
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The Torrey Pines Association was founded
in 1950 to encourage public interest in, and
support for, the preservation of the rare
Torrey pine trees and their scenic refuge.

Since then it has played an active role in:
• achieving State Reserve/Preserve 

status
• assisting in the acquisition of 

additional acres of native trees
• funding educational exhibits
• publishing informational and 

educational materials
• managing memorial funds
• renovating the Fleming house for use

as an on-site ranger's residence

• monitoring the overall welfare 
of the site

We invite you to join with us in our ongoing
efforts to preserve and protect the rare Torrey
pines and their scenic refuge by becoming a
member of the Torrey Pines Association.
Please visit our website or contact us by
mail for more information on membership
levels. 

Who we are...www.torreypines.org
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California State Parks is seeking input on an
updated TPSR “Trails Management Plan”
and has announced a public meeting, 6-8

pm, February 6, 2007, at the Lodge at Torrey
Pines (the hotel), 11480 North Torrey Pines Road,
La Jolla, California. 

The draft plan was prepared by California State
Parks staff and Docent Rick Vogel. It is designed
to guide Reserve managers, staff, and volunteers
who build, maintain, or repair trails within the
Reserve. The plan seeks to balance protection of
fragile natural resources with the desire for public
access and recreation.

Highlights of the Plan’s recommendations
include re-opening Canyon of the Swifts Trail,
banning jogging on the Guy Fleming Trail, safe
access from the Beach Trail to the beach, and
development of a trails plan for use of the south-
ernmost portion of the Reserve road. Various
options are considered for improving pedestrian
and bicyclist safety on the Reserve road and
increasing the number of trails accessible to people
with disabilities. 

The TPA Board has had the opportunity to
comment on this draft Trails Plan. Now it’s your
turn… we hope you will join the dialogue. Check

our web site www.torreypines.org for a link to the
draft Plan and meeting updates.  A

“The Purpose for the trail system at TPSR
shall be to serve Reserve visitors by providing a
means to explore the Reserve’s unique environ-

ments and features. As a ‘State Natural
Reserve’ the protection of natural resources is

the primary management goal.”

You’re invited! Public Meeting scheduled
February 6, 2007, on New Trails Plan

SAVE the DATE
The Annual Meeting of the 
Torrey Pines Association 

February 25,  2007 
at the TPSR Lodge, 3-5 PM

Guest Speaker Wolfgang Berger

Professor of Oceanography, 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography

“Torrey Pines: The Future of an Ice Age
Relic in a Warming World”

Watch for your ballots and invitation in the mail.


