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Invisible hands
Volunteer activity at the park sometimes takes place “under-the-
radar.” Here’s a salute to some of our unsung heroes!
By Peter Jensen

Winter 2012

A small helicopter whup-whups over a 
remote canyon, a strange 100’ umbilical 
cord hanging from its bulbous cockpit. 

The pilot leans left and looks down, scanning the 
rugged chaparral-covered sandstone cleft below… 

A cuddly infant bobcat, one that will hope-
fully become a cold-hearted killer very very soon 
(for its own good), cowers in a transport cage, 
mewing softly …

A group of people dressed in old clothes 
gathers early in the morning alongside Carmel 
Valley Road as mist rises off 
the lagoon. Another road crew 
doing penance? Hardly…

A lone graphic designer 
scans our copy as her creativity 
seeks a way to transform our 
mere words into pages of stun-
ning visual impact. 

What do these elements have 
in common? In every case, we are reminiscing 
about some of the lesser-seen, lesser-known volun-
teers whose good works make the Reserve a better 
place and truly “protect and preserve’—honoring 
the motto of the Torrey Pines Association in ways 
that we want to gratefully acknowledge!

Shy Bob 
Following numerous sightings of bobcats 

around the Reserve last winter (see Journal of 
2011), it’s not surprising that kittens would 
result. But in June came reports of a lost kit-
ten in the South Beach parking lot. Supervising 
Ranger Dylan Hardenbrook donned leather 
gloves, scooped up the frightened little bobcat 
and contacted Project Wildlife. On their advice, 

Ranger Mike Winterton transported the kitten – 
soon to be known as “Shy Bob”—to the Fund for 
Animals Wildlife Center in Ramona. 

There, according to Director Ali Crumpacker, 
“…she was hungry, scared, and had roundworm 
and fleas, but was otherwise bright and healthy. 
She was not away from her mother for very long 
before being discovered… If it were not for the 
roundworm, we would have attempted to track 
down her mother and reunite the kitten.” 

Shy Bob thrived alongside other orphan kit-
tens, fed and cared for by staff 
and volunteers, for about five 
months. And then…release! At 
press time, she is being tracked 
(sidebar) and is a key top-of-
the-food-chain predator in our 
Reserve’s healthy ecosystem. 
You can view videos of “Shy 
Bob” at tinyurl.com/6meoj3s 

and tinyurl.com/7ear59c. To our rangers and the 
great rescue professionals at the rescue center in 
Ramona (fundwildlife.org and humanesociety.
org)—a hearty thank you…and a grateful meow 
from Shy Bob. 

Into the heart of Indian Canyon
When rangers on patrol in a closed area of the 

Reserve discovered a homeless encampment deep 
in a canyon, they faced a daunting challenge. 
How do you remove a few thousand pounds of 
wood, debris, cast-off clothing, and plain old 
trash from a trail-less location? 

Ken Krauss of Blackhawk Helicopters came to 
the rescue once again (he’d previously removed a 

continued on page 5

Vol. 8, No. 1

Ka
rin

 H
. W

ils
on

Pe
te

r J
en

se
n

…volunteers  
whose good works 

make the Reserve a 
better place…



President’s Message
Why the Reserve still thrives today…despite cutbacks 

As we enter 2012, the California State 
Parks system in general—and Torrey 
Pines State Natural Reserve in particu-

lar—face a tremendous challenge. The Parks’ 
budget is yet again facing a reduction and is 
down to $518 million from $845 million dol-
lars as recently as the fiscal year ending June, 
2010. Out of 279 sites within the system, 
70 are due to be closed on July 1, 2012. Of 
those 70 locations, two are here in San Diego: 
Palomar Mountain State Park and San Pasqual 
Historic Battlefield. As dire 
as this situation certainly is, 
the outlook in 2013 is even 
more disturbing. Governor 
Brown has threatened to 
lay off 20% of the Ranger 
staff and all of the State 
Lifeguards from January 1, 
2013, if his current budget, 
which proposes a further 
$22 million cut in the bud-
get, is not passed by November of this year.

A critical safety net for the Reserve comes 
from the local community of volunteers and 
financial donors. Our relationship with the 
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation and the 
Josephine Stedem Scripps Foundation has 
supported several key projects in the Reserve, 

including the creation of the 
Docent Library, the restoration of 
the Beach Trail, the renovation of 
the Guy Fleming House. and the 
repair of the fireplace in the Visitor 
Center. Without the generous sup-
port of the Scripps foundations, 
we could not have completed these 
essential projects.

In addition to support from the 
Scripps foundations, other generous donors 
have stepped forward. Rita and Dick Atkinson 
donated $50,000 for an upgrading of our 
trails, and an anonymous donor provided an 
additional $50,000 for the repair of our Parry 
Grove steps. 

Key volunteer support comes from the 
Torrey Pines Docent Society. This admirable 

group performs many essential tasks around 
the Reserve ranging from staffing the Visitor 
Center to managing the Museum Shop to 
removal of non-native species (weeding) to 
walking the Reserve trails as ambassadors to 
the public. This special organization donated 
20,000 hours of their time to the Reserve in 
the past year. (For other behind-the-scenes 
volunteerism, see our cover story.)

In addition to these crucial partners to the 
Reserve, your Torrey Pines Association has 

provided support to a wide 
range of projects, from fund-
ing the annual Art in the 
Pines festival, to partnering 
with the Scripps foundations 
on the key endeavors men-
tioned above, as well as pro-
viding financial support for 
other projects such as bark 
beetle monitoring and habi-
tat restoration as highlighted 

on page 6. The Association’s participation in 
all of these efforts would not be possible with-
out the generous donations of our members, 
now over 1,500 strong. Remember, every 
dollar of your membership IS a donation that 
goes directly to your beloved Torrey Pines, 
and not to a statewide fund.

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve’s wide 
variety of partners, without whom the Reserve 
would not be what it is today. In addition, 
I want to urge all of us to consider what we 
can do as individuals and as groups to step up 
our support of this cherished site. With our 
continued efforts, we can further our mission 
to Preserve and Protect this unique and beauti-
ful refuge which we all love. As a result of our 
actions today, we can insure that the Reserve 
is around for our children and grandchildren 
to enjoy as we do now.

I look forward to seeing you at our Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, February 26. A

—Steve Usher 
TPApresident@TorreyPines.org
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…these efforts 
would not be 

possible without the 
generous donations 
of our members…

Over the past few years, dumpster 
after dumpster has been filled with 
invasive plants pulled by volunteers 
(top and above). Only in this way 
can the lagoon margins be renewed 
as viable habitat for creatures such 
as the Belding’s Savannah Sparrow 
(see page 5).
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Announcing our 62nd annual meeting
February 26, 2012, 3-5 PM

Martin Johnson House, Scripps Institution of Oceanography
8840 Biological Grade, La Jolla, California

Our members and friends are invited!

Directions to the Martin 
Johnson House

8840 Biological Grade
La Jolla, California 92037

From North on I-5
•	 Exit Genesee right (west).
•	 Turn left (south) onto North 

Torrey Pines Road
•	 Turn right onto La Jolla Shores 

Drive, go 1 mi.
•	 Turn right onto Naga Way, go 

350 ft.
•	 Continue north on Biological 

Grade 0.2 mi. to parking

From South on I-5
•	 Exit at La Jolla Parkway going 

west
•	 Slight left at Torrey Pines Road, 

go 400 ft.
•	 Turn right onto La Jolla Shores 

Drive, go north 1.1 mi.
•	 Turn left onto Naga Way, go 

350 ft.
•	 Continue north on Biological 

Grade 0.2 mi. to parking
Free parking in TPA-designated 

parking lots

!
VOTE!

Active TPA members 
will find the ballot 

envelope enclosed with 
this issue of the Journal. 

Please vote for four 
nominees (or write in) 
and mail the envelope 

IMMEDIATELY. 
Deadline to have 

your ballot counted is 
Saturday, February 25, 
2012 (the day before 
our annual meeting). 
Questions or missing 

ballots? Call  
858-480-1850.

Come one, come all, as the saying goes, for 
this is the only time each year we meet as 
a group to accomplish a few key Torrey 

Pines Association items of business: We recap the 
last year’s accomplishments and induct our newly 
elected board members.

But lest you think this meeting is in any way 
boring, let us fill you in!

This year’s special presentation:
MAKING “UNDER THE SEA 3D”  

IN 70MM IMAX
Howard and Michele Hall, wildlife filmmak-

ers who live very near Torrey Pines State Natural 
Reserve, describe the logistical and creative chal-
lenges they have faced making wildlife films with 
the 1,300-pound underwater IMAX 70mm 3D 
camera, the largest and most impractical under-

water camera system ever invented. Their 45-min-
ute presentation includes still images and video 
clips captured while making underwater IMAX 
features.

Working as a team, Howard and Michele 
have produced and directed many television films 
including a National Geographic Special, three epi-
sodes of the PBS series Nature and the five- hour 
PBS series Secrets of the Ocean Realm. Their televi-
sion work has resulted in seven Emmy Awards.

The Halls are perhaps best known for their 
underwater IMAX films, including Into the Deep, 
Island of the Sharks, Deep Sea 3D, and Under the 
Sea 3D, which has grossed more than $41million.

Their underwater production team was featured 
in the MacGillivray Freeman’s IMAX film Coral 
Reef Adventure. A

There are two vacant positions to fill this year. 
Your Board of Counselors has nominated...

Barbara McCardle
After retiring from a career in education (high 

school English teacher and guidance counselor) 
in 2004, I became a docent at Torrey Pines State 
Reserve and served on the Board of the Docent 
Society for four years as Secretary, Volunteer Desk 
Duty Coordinator, and Vice President. I live less 
than a mile from the Reserve, and my husband, 
my two grown sons, and my granddaughters can 
be found on the trails several days each week. 

Robyn S. Phillips
I am recently retired from a career in education 

that included a stint on the UCSD faculty, fol-
lowed by 20 years working in school administra-
tion, with responsibility for the budget and busi-
ness operations for school districts in San Diego 
County and elsewhere in the state. Torrey Pines 
Reserve has held a special place in my heart since 
the mid-1980s when I would bring my children 
here to hike and appreciate its natural beauty. A

Visit our website for  

the meeting program, 

maps, and updates

www.TorreyPines.org

Underwater filmmakers Michele and Howard Hall have 
mastered the IMAX medium and used it to chronicle their 
aquatic adventures around the world. Come to the meeting 
and enjoy their photographs and tales of adventure!
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Not to forget – our Editor!
Peter Jensen is leaving the 
TPA Board after nine years 
of service as President, Vice 
President, and founding editor 
of our TPA Journal. We owe 
Peter a tremendous thanks for 
lending his professional tal-
ents in journalism and mar-
keting to further our mission 
at the Reserve. His warm yet 
eloquent prose has been the 
voice of TPA. We will miss 
Peter’s sage advice on the 
Board but look forward to his 
ongoing contributions to the 
Journal. Hasta luego, amigo.

~ Patricia Masters

Bobcat Tracking Project
As an undergrad at Dartmouth, 

Megan Jennings dreamed of 
turning her interest in envi-

ronmental biology into a career that 
benefited wildlife conservation. Now 
she has that dream job: studying the 
movement of bobcats through San 
Diego County’s open space network 
and assessing its ability to protect 
biodiversity in the midst of climate 
change. Her goal is to learn about 
connectivity among several preserves 
including Torrey Pines. Using GPS 
collars, remote cameras, roadkill col-
lection, and genetic analyses, she and 
her collaborators will identify pinch points or barriers 
to bobcat movement. Megan ear-tagged our young bob-
cat in November and is expecting to hear of her. If you 
spot 0013 while hiking the Reserve, send a report to  
mjenning@sciences.sdsu.edu. A

Local residents in the Carmel Valley Road area (inset photo, upper right) help make the lagoon picture-perfect by 
removing invasive species; and in two lower photos, inset, you get an idea of how barely accessible the trash-filled 
campsite was where volunteers hiked down and bagged trash. A helicopter airlifted it all to the beach.
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wrecked car from the lagoon). Twelve state parks 
employees, two San Diego City lifeguards, and a 
volunteer from TPA gathered the trash into cargo 
nets, and in swooped the helicopter…again and 
again…transporting the nets to the beach. From 
there, it was off to the dumpster—three filled in 
all! Airtime cost? Zero. Thanks Blackhawk!

Supervising Ranger Dylan Hardenbrook sends a 
special thanks to the “ground crew” as well: Diane 
Greening, Aaron Harper, Kristie Hill, Kyle Knox, 
Cindy Krimmel, Patty Lanham, Cynthia Madrid, 
Paul Nowakowski, Amelia Pludow, Steve “Scat” 
Scatolini, Darren Smith, Christian Songer, Lisa 
Urbach, and Karin Wilson. View the cleanup 
adventure at tinyurl.com/6qh4s3o.

Weed patrol!
An elite force prowls the roadside once a month 

along Carmel Valley Road. Often on their hands 
and knees, scuffing, pulling, digging tenacious 
rhizomes (whatever it takes), they remove invasive 

plants that threaten not only the pathway but an 
entire lagoon-edge ecosystem that took YEARS to 
restore and must now be diligently maintained. 

Who are they? Neighbors. Yes, they live nearby. 
Every block has a “captain” who calls out the vol-
unteers, and they dig on…and on. Truly, they are 
great “gardeners” of our Reserve. Patient, commit-
ted, dirty, and all with a smile on their face.

Wild woman at work
For many years now, Karin H. Wilson of Wild 

Woman Design (WildWomanDesign.com) has 
somehow shoehorned this newsletter and all other 
Torrey Pines Association graphic art projects into 
her busy graphic-design freelance business life. 
Not only does she create stunning graphics for 
TPA, she is one of the stalwart weeders on Carmel 
Valley Road and a cheerful volunteer for special 
projects like the Indian Canyon cleanup. She’ll 
kill this author for mentioning her, but we don’t 
care. Here’s to you, Karin! Your talent and hard 
work inspire us all, and make the Reserve and our 
community a better and more beautiful place. A

Meet Carol Martin
Now the Volunteer Coordinator for the Carmel 

Valley Road Lagoon Project, Carol was a season-
al park aid for natural resources when the lagoon 

project began three years ago. “The project was started by 
District Environmental Scientist, Darren Smith, to re-
establish the habitat for the Belding’s Savannah Sparrow.” 
The sparrow nests in the salt grass that grows around 
lagoons. Because of invasive species along the lagoon, the 
salt grass was disappearing — and this “wasn’t good news 
for an already endangered species.” 

Targeting the south side of Carmel Valley Road from 
McGonigle Road east to Portofino Drive, Carol has 
organized monthly attacks on the invaders, especially 
Carpobrodus (commonly called ice plant). More than 45 
tons were removed thanks to dedicated volunteers like 
Scripps Assist, Mindful Mentors, the Del Mar-Solana 
Beach Rotary Club, and many, many neighbors of the 
lagoon. Eight “block captains” now manage weed control 
on their sections of the lagoon. Carol also supervised the 
planting of wetland plants, scrubs, and chaparral to restore 
native habitat.

But there’s more to do with a five-year seed bank of 
non-native species! According to Carol, “If we can pull all 
the weeds for the next five years, we might clear the non-
natives for good!” 

If it truly takes only one person to change the world, 
Carol is that inspiration! TPA is honored to financially 
support her efforts on the Carmel Valley Road Project. A

continued from page 1
Invisible hands

When not at her computer, graphic 
designer Karin H. Wilson spends 
as much time as she can out 
photographing and enjoying the 
Reserve.
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Earth Day at TPSNR saw a great turnout April 16 with more 
than 150 volunteers clearing weeds, repairing fences, and celebrat-
ing the Best Southern California State Beach award that Torrey 
Pines won in the Coca-Cola/Vons/State Parks partnership cam-
paign. Accepting the $25,000 prize was Parks Superintendent Clay 
Phillips. The award will be used to replace the handrails on the 
stairs leading from the South Beach lot to the beach as well as a new 
information booth.

Looking for a few good statisticians...
From Alaska to Arizona, California to Colorado– they came seek-

ing answers to the drought-driven scourge of western forests: the 
dreaded Ips bark beetle. The annual meeting of the Bark Beetle 
Technical Working Group took place in San Diego last October, 
and 30 scientists and forest managers took the opportunity to tour 
Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve. They shared research and exper-
ience with forest pests while State Parks Environmental Scientist 
Darren Smith, Parks Ecologist Charlie Kerns, Parks Historian 
Victor Walsh, and TPA’s Bob Wohl led the group around the 
Reserve. Since 1991, monitoring here at Torrey Pines has produced 
the longest record of bark beetle data in the U.S. According to 
Darren, that database presents a wonderful opportunity to analyze 
population dynamics and the efficacy of management programs. 
Another Reserve project sponsored in part by TPA.

Ripped from the headlines, our TPA Symposium in October 
focused on the September 8th sewage spill in the lagoon and 
what mitigating actions are to follow. Speakers from the City of 
San Diego, Coastkeeper, State Parks, Los Penasquitos Lagoon 
Foundation, Water Quality Control Board, and Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography laid out the dimensions and aftermath of the 2.4 
million gallon spill. Next in the review process, the City’s monitor-
ing and analysis report is to be submitted to the San Diego Regional 
Water Quality Control Board by February 17, 2012. Follow ongo-
ing developments and view the symposium presentations on our 
website torreypines.org/news-and-events/tpa-symposium.

TPA sponsored a Photography Workshop 
featuring three of San Diego’s top nature pho-
tographers on May 7th. More than 50 aspiring 
photographers joined our experts, Bill Evarts, 
Larry Stein, and John Durant, for an after-
noon of photo-exploration. 

Bringing People Together
Hope you were able to come enjoy some of 
the 2011 events…

SPREAD PHOTOS  
COURTESY OF HERB KNUFKEN AND 

KARIN H. WILSON
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Who didn’t have a great time at Art in the Pines 
2011 – amazing art, delectable food and bevs, music 
for all ages, and lots of art demonstrations. A few thou-
sand visitors savored the day and more than $30,000 
in sales delighted the artists! We had a fantastic time 
– hope you will join us this year for a two-day event! 
Watch for updates on our web site.

Capturing the Spirit of 
Torrey Pines
Through his video cam-

era, Jim Karnik hunts the 
dramatic landscapes and 

natural sounds of the San Diego 
region. His short films are designed 
to heighten viewers’ awareness of 
the unique qualities of wild places 
and the need to protect and restore 
them. With Jim’s expertise, we have 
explored the Reserve’s trails, geo-
logical history, beach ecology, historic structures, wild-
flowers, and of course, the trees. We hope you have seen 
and shared our webfilms as we work to increase public 
support for conservation and awareness of our amazing 
natural diversity here at Torrey Pines. Happy viewing!  
TorreyPines.org/what-we-do/webfilm-series A

Art in the Pines 2012
Two-day event!

May 5 and 6
Artist applications
due Feb 15, 2012!

www.TorreyPines.org
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Torrey Pines Association
P.O. Box 345

La Jolla, California 92038

The Torrey Pines Association was founded in 1950 to encourage public interest in, and 
support for, the preservation of the rare Torrey Pine trees and their native habitat at 
Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve.

Since then it has played an active role in:
•   achieving State Reserve/Preserve status
•   assisting in the acquisition of additional acres of native trees
•   funding educational exhibits
•   publishing informational and educational materials
•   managing memorial funds
•   renovating the Fleming house for use as an on-site ranger’s residence
•   monitoring the overall welfare of the site

We invite you to join with us in our ongoing efforts to preserve and protect the rare 
Torrey Pines and their scenic refuge by becoming a member. Please visit our web site 
or contact us by mail for more information on membership levels. 

We also encourage contributions to the Torrey Pines Reserve 
Endowment Fund. Donations will help protect and preserve the 
Reserve—a lasting legacy! Contact endow@TorreyPines.org.

Who we are... 
www.TorreyPines.org
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Mark Your Calendar!
Feb 26 

TPA Annual Meeting
April 14 

Wildflower Hike
May 5-6 

Art in the Pines
June 23 

Extension Twilight Hike
Aug 18 

Night Hike
Oct 20 

TPA Symposium
dec 15 

Beach Hike

To receive updates on 
these events, be sure we 
have your email address!

Simply go to  
www.TorreyPines.org,  
click on “Contact” and 

Send Us a Message!

Your Legacy — the 
Reserve’s Future
We gratefully acknowledge those dedicated 

friends of the Reserve who have left bequests 
to the Torrey Pines Reserve Endowment. 

Their faith in our mission — to protect and preserve 
this priceless natural place — has funded an endowment 
that will sustain the Reserve into the future. In only four 
years since its founding, the endowment has grown to 
$414,000. With a little more help from our friends, we 
can grow the fund to $1 million by 2015. Please consider 
a donation to the endowment. It’s a lasting memorial to a 
loved one or a legacy of your own. If you would like infor-
mation on planned giving, please contact us at endow@
torreypines.org or call 858-480-1850. A


